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1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the intemationai application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the intemationai application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the intemationai application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



the statement tiiat the subsequentiy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond tiie disclosure in the 
intemationai application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement tiiat the infdnnation recorded in computer readable form is Identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 



2. 
3. 



I I Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
I I Unity of Invention Is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

[X| tiie text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by tills Authority to read as follows: 



5. Witti regard to the abstract, 

I I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

mthe text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by tills Auttiority as it appears in Box 111. The applicant may, 
within one montii from the date of mailing of this Intemationat search report, submit comments to tiiis Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published witii ttie absttact is Figure No. 6 

I I as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

[X] because tiie applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I t>ecause this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 



Method of forming a sealed joint between a nut (20) having a cylindrical 
pilot (22) ; an annular flange portion (28) surrounding the pilot and an 
re-entrant groove (32) and a panel with a die having an annular lip (62) 
which deforms a panel portion into the groove (32) and simultaneously shaves 
an outer surface of the pilot onto the panel. The annular groove in the flange 
portion includes an arcuately inclined outer side wall (36) and an inner side 
wall (38) arcuately inclined toward the flange portion. 
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involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 
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ments, such combination t>elng obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



1 April 2003 



Date of mailing of the intemattonal search report 



15/04/2003 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office* P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280HVRijSwijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Granger, H 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



INHf ^rriONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Information on patent family members 


PCT/US 02/40278 


Patent document 


Publication 


Patent family 


Publication 


cited In search report 


date 


member(s) 




date 



EP 0864766 



16-09-1998 



DE 19710246 Al 

BR 9705039 A 

CA 2218177 Al 

CN 1193082 A 

CZ 9703206 A3 

EP 0864766 Al 

JP 11241714 A 

US 6276040 Bl 

US 6081994 A 

US 5882159 A 



17-09- 
26-12- 
12-09- 

16- 09- 

17- 02- 
16-09- 
07-09- 
21-08- 
04-07- 
16-03- 



1998 
2000 
1998 
1998 
1999 
1998 
1999 
2001 
2000 
1999 



US 3299500 



24-01-1967 



DE 
DE 
FR 
GB 
GB 
US 



1552836 Al 
1577035 Al 
1344590 A 
991488 A 
991487 A 
3314138 A 



26-11-1970 
19-03-1970 
29-11-1963 
12-05-1965 
12-05-1965 
18-04-1967 



US 4708556 A 24-11-1987 EP 0203749 Al 03-12-1986 

JP 62009017 A 17-01-1987 
US 4627776 A 09-12-1986 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (July 19S2) 



